Marriage and Divorce

Marriage

God created man and provided for his physical
needs by placing him in Garden of Eden. Then he
created a companion * for “it was not good for
man to be alone” (Genesis 2:18). The Lord God
fashioned into a woman the rib which He had
taken from the man, and brought her to the man.
The man said, "This is now bone of my bones, and
flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman,
because she was taken out of Man."

Adam was given a companion “man shall leave his
father and mother and hold fast, be joined
together, to his wife and they shall be one flesh
(marriage). Marriage is a covenant of unity,
faithfulness each putting self aside while seeking
what is best for the other.

“For this reason, a man shall leave his father and
his mother, and be joined (cleave, KJV) [bound,
glued, together become one (rd)] to his wife; and
they shall become one flesh.” (Genesis 2:22-25
NASU)

Marriage among the Hebrews, as among most
Orientals, was more a legal contract than the result
of love or affection (International Standard Bible
Encyclopaedia). While divorce was the legal
dissolution of a marriage (Nelson's Illustrated
Bible Dictionary).

The Jews, after the Captivity, were required to
dismiss the foreign women they had married
contrary to the law. (Ezra 10:11-19) (Easton's
Bible Dictionary)

"If he takes to himself another woman [as his wife
(rd)], he may not reduce her [other wife (rd)] 2
food, her clothing, or her conjugal rights. "If he
will not do these three things for her, then she shall
go out for nothing, without payment of money.
(Exodus 21:10-11 NASU)
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1 Man’s helper — ‘ezer — Strong’s OT# 5828 (help meet — KJV; his counterpart — YLT)

a Comments in parentheses, within brackets are the authors.
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“For she (Tamar) saw that Shelah was grown up,
and she had not been given to him in marriage.
When Judah saw her, he thought she was a
prostitute, for she had covered her face. He turned
to her at the roadside and said, ‘Come, let me
come in to you,” for he did not know that she was
his daughter-in-law.” ... “She conceived by him.
Then she arose and went away, and taking off her
veil she put on the garments of her widowhood.”
(Genesis 38:14-16; 18-19 ESV) Jacob thought she
was a prostitute, a harlot, not a wife.

“You cover the Lord's altar with tears, with
weeping and groaning because he no longer
regards the offering or accepts it with favor from
your hand. But you say, "Why does he not?"
Because the Lord was witness between you and
the wife of your youth, to whom you have been
faithless, though she is your companion and your
wife by covenant. 2 (Mal 2:13-15 ESV) He has
broken his covenant with his wife.

As time passed while under the Covenant ?> God
made through Moses various situations existed
between the father as head of the household and
his control / authority over his wife and children.

a.  When a woman marries she leaves the
control of her father.

b. Husband had total control over wife - Law
of the husband.

c. Sexual relations outside marriage is
fornication.

d. Husband can send (put away) his wife
away without a bill of divorcement
thereby not fulfilling his marital
responsibilities.

e. Husband can divorce his wife by giving
her a “bill of divorcement”.

f. A bill of divorcement breaks the marriage
covenant, thus they are no longer married.

g. Wife has little if any rights — she cannot
divorce her husband.

h. A put away wife without a bill of
divorcement is still legally married

i. A divorced wife can marry another
without being an adulteress

J.  Marriage is dissolved at death and ends the
law of the husband

k. Widows are free to enter into a new
marriage covenant.
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Reason for marriage *

Paul in 1 Corinthians 7 address the unmarried
in verse 1 "It is good for a man not to touch % a
woman™ and in verse 2 “But because of the
temptation to sexual immorality, each man
should have his own wife and each woman her
own hushand” (RSV).

“In view of the present distress it is good for a

person to remain as he is. Are you bound °to a

wife? Do not seek to be free.

Are you free © (loosed ASV, KJV) [no longer in

a married state (rd)] from a wife? Do not seek a

wife. But if you do marry, you have not

sinned, and if a betrothed woman marries, she
has not sinned” (1 Corinthians 7:26-28a ESV).

“Nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let every

man have his own wife, and let every woman

have her own husband (1 Cor. 7:1-2 KJV).

“To the unmarried ® and the widows 7 | say that

it is good for them to remain single as | am. But

if they cannot exercise self-control (over their
sexual passions), they should marry. For it is
better to marry than to be aflame with passion”

(1 Corinthians 7:8-9 ESV).

“Let marriage be held in honor among all, and

let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will

judge the sexually immoral (fornicators -

NASU) and adulterous” 8 (Hebrews 13:4-5

ESV).

» God by design in the creation process stated
that it was not good for man to be alone and
that he needed a suitable companion, his
counterpart, his helper, a wife. Thus He
united the male and female together by the
covenant relationship we call marriage to
satisfy ~ their  fleshly  desires  of
companionship and sexual passion.
Therefore marriage is honorable and not a
sin.

» It is a sin to pursue one’s sexual desire
outside of marriage by having sexual
relations (fornication) of any kind.

» There is no requirement to marry if sexual
desires can be controlled; e.g., Paul.

» The never married, divorced and widowed
have sexual desires. They are advised to
marry if they are not able to exercise
control over their sexual desires.
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3 Married, gd-mos (of either sex); Unmarried d'-gdmos -— not - @'

4 Hdptesthai —intercourse, cohabit, (Thayer's) marry — NIV, ISV; attach one’s self to —Strong’s)

5 Bound, deoo - to bind, fasten, [e.g., by a marriage covenant relationship —rd]

6 Free or loosed, lusin — divorced Thayer’s; loosed ASV, KIV

7 Unmarried (&'gdmos) (i.e., never married or divorced) and widows appears to be all inclusive - any adult without a wife or husband.

8 Sexually immoral and adulterous are not equivalent terms [sexual immoral, pornos — immorality; harlotry, idolatry; unchastity; fornication; any
illicit sexual intercourse] [adulterous, moichos — Breaking of a covenant by [intercourse with someone other than their spouse or other means;
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Marriage Covenant 2
Malachi stated she is your wife by covenant” (2:14).

» A covenant is a binding agreement based
upon faith and trust in each other and
honoring each other. Actions contrary to
the terms of the covenant breaks it by
destroying faith and trust.

» God entered into several covenants with
man which required man to be faithful to
Him [not worship other gods (rd)]. They
constantly broke these covenants with Him,
but He always forgave when they repented
and returned to Him —make a u-turn in their
life.

» God hates the sin of divorce, covenant
breaking, adultery.

» Anytime man breaks or dissolves one of his
covenants it is sin. Therefore, breaking a
marriage covenant is sin.

What is covenant breaking and adultery? There are
seventeen references to adultery in Jeremiah, Hoses
and Ezekiel fourteen of which relate to the Israel
and Judah breaking their covenant with God. Sexual
intercourse with someone not your spouse breaks
the marriage covenant. Therefore, a covenant is
broken by adultery.

Law of the husband
e “Don't you realize, brothers—for | am

speaking to people who know the Law—that
the Law can press its claims [is binding —
ESV; has dominion-ASV; legal contract] over
a person only as long as he is alive? For a
married woman is bound by the Law to her
husband while he is living, but if her husband
dies, she is released from the Law concerning
her husband” (Romans 7:1, 2 - ISV).

» The NASB reads -- "-- released from the
law concerning the husband." More
literally, the Greek text states -- "-- from
the law of the man/husband." Again, one
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the inequities often evident in ancient,
more primitive, cultures. This "law of the
husband" thus allowed male dominance
and "lordship" in almost all areas of the
marital relationship.

“It is important for us to understand Paul's
point of emphasis in this passage. Paul
is not "laying down law" with regard to
marriage, divorce and remarriage; rather,
he is pointing out, to people well aware of
their own legal customs, that under the
prevailing legal climate a man had a type
of "legal lordship™ over his wife. The
woman was under the "law of the
husband" -- she was bound to him, and
could not of her own doing secure a legal
or socially acceptable release. If her
husband was unwilling to release her, then
her only legal recourse was to await his
death.”®
» Neither Roman nor Jewish law applies
today. However, it is still a sin to
break covenants. Broken marriage
covenants can be restored by
repentance and forgiveness.

Divorce or Putting Away

“But you O priest -- 8 have turned from the way
and by your teaching have caused many to
stumble; you have violated the covenant with
Levi," says the Lord Almighty. -- 11 Judah has
broken faith ° a detestable thing has been
committed in Israel and in Jerusalem: Judah has
desecrated the sanctuary the Lord loves, by
marrying the daughter of a foreign god ! -- 13
Another thing you do: You flood the Lord's
altar with tears. You weep and wail because he
no longer pays attention to your offerings or
accepts them with pleasure from your hands. 14
You ask, "Why?" It is because the Lord is
acting as the witness between you and the wife
of your youth, because you have broken faith °
(dealt treacherously — YLT) with her, though
she is your partner [companion (ASV, ESV],
the wife of your marriage covenant. -- 16 For
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9 REFLECTIONS by Al Maxey Issue #106

10 Broken faith, [have been faithless — ESV, RSV; dealt treacherously — NKJ, YLT] -bagad — faithless, to act covertly, pillage, deal deceitfully, unfaithful
(Thavyer); dealt treacherously, deceitfully in the marriage relation, in matters of property or right, in covenants, in word and in general conduct. (
Brown-Driver-Briggs)

11 Marrying daughters of foreign gods was against their covenant with God therefore spiritual adultery (breaking a covenant with God).
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the Lord God of Israel says That He hates

divorce 2 (Malachi 2:8, 11, 13-14, 16 NIV).

» Malachi is first discussing the breaking of
covenant between God and Israel which he
called a detestable thing. The covenant was
broken because the men of Israel married
foreign idol worshiping women which God
strictly forbid by their covenant with Israel.

» Then he wrote about husbands not fulfilling
their responsibilities under the marriage
covenant by sending his wife away. ** It
appears he sent her away without giving
her a certificate of divorcement as Malachi
used the Hebrew word Shalach (send away)
rather than kriythuwth (certificate of
divorcement). Thus he is considered as
having dealt treacherously with her by
leaving her no means of physical support or
satisfying her sexual desires by not being
able to legally marry. Verse 16 states he
hates her and conceals his cruelty and
injustice. Therefore, he forced her to
cohabit (live) with a man with whom she
was not married thereby violating her
marriage covenant of the husband who sent
her away in order to have food, clothing and
shelter even if sexual intimacy was not
involved which would be doubtful.

“You have heard that it was said, "You must

not commit adultery.' But | say to you, anyone

who stares at a woman with lust for her has
already committed adultery with her in his
heart” (Matt. 5:27-8 ISV).

» Although no physical sexual act occurred
the covenant relationship is broken.

“Whosoever shall put away (apolUsai) " his
wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement
(apostasion):  But | say unto you, That
whosoever shall put away (apoltoon) his wife,
saving for the cause of fornication (porneias),
causeth ' her to commit adultery: and
whosoever shall marry her that is divorced (sent
away — YLT; apoleluméneen) committeth
adultery (Matthew 5:31-32 - KJV).

» It must be pointed out in Matt. 5:32 that the
word “divorced” in the KJV is a flagrant
mistranslation of the Greek word apoluo,
which they translated “put away” earlier in
the very same verse (and in vs. 31
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12 Shalach (Hebrew #7971 translated as divorce — RSV, ESV, NIV - to send away - ASV, KJV, YLT) cast out, forsake, leave, let depart, loose (Strong’s).
However, keriythuwth OT:3748 is the Hebrew word for divorcement (Brown, Driver, Biggs). One can send away his wife without a bill of
divorcement, dealing treacherously, Malachi.

13 “If he takes another woman for himself, he may not withhold from the first her food, her clothing, or her marital rights” Exodus 21:10-11).

14 Without a bill of divorcement, a put away wife is still married but unable to perform her marital duties as a wife. So, without food or shelter in
order to survive she has to search for garbage, cohabiting with a man or become a prostitute.




also). The Greek word for divorce is
Apostasion *°

“Yeshua {Jesus} implies strongly in Matt. 5:32
and Matt. 19:9 that men were putting away their
wives for reasons other than fornication
(porneia), simply out of the hardness of their
hearts, i.e. for largely carnal reasons. But in
order to cover up their carnality and hard-to-
please attitude, they were also neglecting to
issue the bill of divorcement causing the
woman and her new husband to commit
adultery. The woman would be merely “put
away” not legally divorced. Also factoring into
the sociology of this time period in Jewish
history is the fact that Judaism, contrary to the
Torah passages already looked at, did not
recognize a woman’s right to initiate
divorce. Hence, the women of this evil time
were being left in legal limbo, i.e. out of house
and home, but not free to marry another man as
she was still in a legal contract of marriage. *°
» The putting away of a fornicating wife even
without a bill of divorcement cannot
“cause” her to be an adulteress because she
is already an adulteress as she broke the
marriage covenant by fornicating.
> One deals treacherously ° by putting away
a faithful wife without the certificate of
divorcement leaving her destitute without
food or shelter and legally unable to marry
that causes her to commit adultery by
cohabiting since she is still married.
» There are two words translated as “send
away or put away” a wife with or without
a certificate of divorcement. ¥ Without a
certificate of divorcement, the sent away
wife was still married with no marital
benefits such as food, clothing, shelter or
conjugal rights. Her means of survival
were limited to prostitution or cohabiting
both are considered as fornication. The
man committed adultery by breaking his
marriage contract with his faithful wife.
Women in New Testament times did not
have a legal standing to initiate such action
although they could abandon their
husband.
» There are also two words one Hebrew and
one Greek meaning certificate of
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15 Todd Derstine, www.americaspropheticdestiny.com
16 The Hebrew and Greek words for without a certificate of divorcement are shalach (Hebrew- Strong’s OT# 7971) and apoluo (Greek- Strong’s NT#
630) meaning send away or put away.
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divorcement. " With a certificate of
divorcement, the put away wife was
legally free to marry another as she was no
longer married to her former husband.

“And Pharisees came up to him and tested him
by asking, ‘Is it lawful to divorce " one's wife
for any cause?’ -- He said to them, ‘Because of
your hardness of heart Moses allowed you to
divorce " your wives, but from the beginning it
was not so. And | say to you: whoever divorces
17 his wife, except for sexual immorality, ¢ and
marries another, [he (rd)] commits adultery’”
(Matthew 19:3; 8, 9 - ESV).

“Whoever divorces '’ his wife and marries
another 1° commits adultery against her, and if
she divorces ' her husband ?° and marries
another, she commits adultery” (Mark 10:11-12
—ESV).

“Everyone who divorces !’ his wife and marries
another commits adultery, and he who marries
awoman divorced * from her husband commits
adultery” (Luke 16:18 - ESV).

“Or do you not know, brothers — for | am
speaking to those who know the law that the
law is binding [marriage was a legal contract
(rd)] on a person only as long as he lives? Thus
a married woman is bound by law to her
husband while he lives, but if her husband dies
she is released from the law of marriage.
Accordingly, she will be called an adulteress if
she lives with another man while her husband is
alive. But if her husband dies, she is free from
that law, 2! and if she marries another man, she
is not an adulteress” (Romans 7:1-3 ESV).
» The test the religious scholars were
attempting to accomplish was to get Jesus
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17 The Hebrew and Greek words for divorce with a certificate of divorcement are keriythuwth (Hebrew — Strong’s OT#3748) and apostasion (Greek
NT Strong’s # 647).

18 Those involved in sexual relationship with another’s spouse were to be put to death Leviticus 20:10

19 This appears to mean one divorces in order to marry someone more pleasing

20 Greek and Roman wives could put away their husbands but not so for Jews, (Vines)

21 L aw - law of Moses and possibly Roman civil law

“2 LS BLILNGHenS, [BLNGESWMDHMEITHTTEH @) BHHBHEHERBMTTHET - ESV, RSV; SICTMTSHLIDMS 6nSWMeTLILL LGl —
NKJ, YLT] -L&S — BLLIGmSWMME]T, WNenmalTHs QEFWLRSH6), Q& TaTam6TWISEH6), alEhFsHINNs, SICTTEHLD
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eTedTLIS eNleIMTH TS &S TeT amLi[h el T&Hems (L7660, [ engeuld, Ll&e6M). (heUsdT et Lneneoreleml alleums s S &
FLLLD @6veuminey SienliLNellLeumid, SIGT M &S 60TIONS HL S Q S TETETVTLD, L6V GHIWIT.



to choose between two interpretations; a)
divorce (put away) for any reason of one’s
choosing, b) prohibit divorce for any
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permit or require a bill of divorcement to be . . . . :
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To the unmarried and the widows, | say that it
is good for them to remain single as | am. But
if they cannot exercise self-control, they should
marry. For it is better to marry than to be aflame
with passion. (1 Corinthians 7:8-9 ESV)

“Now for the matters you wrote about: It is
good for a man not to marry (touch KJV). 22 But
since there is so much immorality, each man
should have his own wife, and each woman her
own husband. The husband should fulfill his
marital duty * to his wife, and likewise the wife
to her husbhand. The wife's body does not belong
to her alone but also to her husband. In the same
way, the husband's body does not belong to him
alone but also to his wife. Do not deprive each
other except by mutual consent and for a time,
so that you may devote yourselves to prayer.
Then come together again so that Satan will not
tempt you because of your lack of self-control.
| say this as a concession, not as a command. |
wish that all men were as | am. But each man
has his own gift from God; one has this gift,
another has that” (1 Corinthians 7:1- 7 NIV).
» Withholding of marriage covenant duties
appears to be not satisfying sexual passions.
Neither can he withhold his other marital
responsibilities (food, clothing, shelter and
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the marriage covenant.

22 Touch - sexual relations- ESV; touch-NKJV & YLT (Greek haptoo — to attach oneself to)
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Widows
To the unmarried and the widows, | say that it
is good for them to remain single as | am. But
if they cannot exercise self-control, they should
marry. For it is better to marry than to be aflame
with passion. ... A wife is bound to her
husband as long as he lives. But if her husband
dies, she is free to be married to whom she
wishes, only in the Lord. Yet in my judgment
she is happier if she remains as she is. And |
think that | too have the Spirit of God. (1 Cor
7:8-9; 39-40 ESV)
» Christian widows and widowers are to
marry other Christians to help them live
righteously pleasing to God.

Those Separated

“To the married [in Christ (rd)] | give this

charge (not I, but the Lord): the wife should not

separate 2° from her husband, and the husband

should not divorce 2 his wife” (1 Corinthians

7:10-11 ESV).

> Women could not divorce, but she as well
as her husband could leave or abandon.
When this departing occurred Christian
wives and husbands were to remain
unmarried or be reconciled.

Unbelieving Spouse

e “To the rest | say (I, not the Lord) that if any
brother has a wife who is an unbeliever, and she
consents to live with him, he should not divorce
% her. If any woman has a husband who is an
unbeliever, and he consents to live with her, she
should not divorce % him” (1 Corinthians 7:12-
13 ESV).

Betrothed

“Now concerning the betrothed ¢ (virgins
ASV), | have no command from the Lord, but
I give my judgment as one who by the Lord's
mercy is trustworthy. | think that in view of
the present distress it is good for a person to
remain as he is. Are you bound %’ to a wife?
Do not seek to be free. 22 Are you free 2 from
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23 Separate (chooristheénai —Strong’s NT#5563) -to leave, depart, forsake, abandon.

24 Afiénai Strong’s NT#:863 - to bid go away or depart: send away YLT
25 gphiemi — Strong’s # 863 -send away; not the Greek word for divorce
26 Unmarried persons of either sex - Adam Clarke's Commentary

27 Under a covenant relationship -married

28 To unbind, release, undo, dissolve - Thayer (divorce - rd)

23 Free or loosed, lusin — divorced Thayer’s [ [no longer bound by marriage covenant(rd)]
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a wife *°? Do not seek a wife. But if you do
marry, you have not sinned, and if a betrothed
(in a covenant of marriage but not married)
woman marries, she has not sinned. Yet those
who marry will have worldly troubles, and |
would spare you that. This is what | mean,
brothers: the appointed time has grown very
short. From now on, let those who have wives
live as though they had none, and those who
mourn as though they were not mourning, and
those who rejoice as though they were not
rejoicing, and those who buy as though they
had no goods, and those who deal with the
world as though they had no dealings with it.
For the present form of this world is passing
away” (1 Corinthians 7:25-31 ESV).
» You can avoid stress in the coming
persecution, by not marrying.

“I want you to be free from anxieties. The
unmarried man is anxious about the things of
the Lord, how to please the Lord. But the
married man is anxious about worldly things,
how to please his wife, and his interests are
divided. And the unmarried or betrothed
woman is anxious about the things of the Lord,
how to be holy in body and spirit. But the
married woman is anxious about worldly
things, how to please her husband. If anyone
thinks that he is not behaving properly toward
his betrothed, if his passions are strong, and it
has to be, let him do as he wishes: let them
marry—it is no sin. But whoever is firmly
established in his heart, being under no
necessity but having his desire under control,
and has determined this in his heart, to keep her
as his betrothed, he will do well. So then he who
marries his betrothed does well, and he who

refrains from marriage will do even better” (1

Corinthians 7:32-38).

» The point is that under certain situations
love and concern of family increases the
temptation to yield to the pressures of
persecution rather than remain faithful to
their covenant with God. But sexual
passions could be greater if so, it is not a
sin to marry.

Summary
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Matthew
Jesus reiterated that breaking the marriage covenant
by not fulfilling their covenant obligations and by
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30 Free from a wife — widowed or divorced [one never married has no wife].
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giving a certificate of divorce is a sin unless a
spouse broke their marriage covenant by being
sexually unfaithful. The putting away of a faithful
spouse without a bill of divorcement is a sin as the
marriage covenant has been broken but still legally
married.

The Pharisees in Matthew 19 were attempting to
trap or test Jesus into choosing between two
teachings, (put away or divorcing a wife for any
reason or prohibiting divorce, putting away, for any
reason). Jesus stated that originally, and it still
applies today, man and woman were and are united
by covenant into one flesh and that relationship was
and is intended to last until death. But man is
capable of sinning and he does so by breaking his
marriage covenant by abandoning or sending her
away. Due to man’s treacherous dealing by not
giving a bill of divorcement to his defenseless wife,
God approve the written document of divorce as
recognition of a dissolved marriage. The woman
was then able to marry legally without being
considered an adulteress since the covenant of
marriage had been dissolved by divorce.

Therefore, she was not cohabiting, not living in
adultery, but married. Without the divorce document
she could only cohabit, not legally marry. Since a
divorce certificate acknowledges by law the
marriage is dissolved. They are no longer in a
marriage relationship, thus free or loosed from a
spouse. The divorce certificate does not negate the
sin of divorcing a faithful spouse (also recorded in
Mark 10 and Luke 16). The sin of divorcing can be
forgiven just as the sin of fornication or any other
sin. In chapter 5 Jesus explains that it is the inner
man can lust thereby commit adultery.

1 Corinthians
To the unmarried (never married, widowed and
divorced):

a. Each man should have his own wife and
each woman her own husband (as stated in
the beginning it is not good for man to be
alone).

b. Men and women should marry to avoid
sexual immorality.

c. Itis better to marry than burn with passion.
Those divorced have the same or perhaps
even greater sexual desires than those never
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married. Therefore, their sexual desires may
be more difficult to control than those who
have never married.

To the married:

a. Do not send away without a divorce
certificate or divorce with a certificate a
faithful wife as both break a marriage
covenant.

b. Do not withhold the fulfilling a spouse’s
sexual desires

c. A husband and wife may separate by mutual
consent from each other for purposes of
prayer and fasting. The separation period
must be of sufficient brevity so as to avoid
the temptation for sexual immorality.

d. Refusal to reconcile following a separation
from a faithful spouse breaks the marriage
covenant.

e. Christians are to remain in their marriage
relationship to an unbelieving spouse who
consents to do so.

f. A Christian is not bound to their marriage
covenant if an unbelieving spouse deserts or
abandons their wife or husband. The
marriage covenant is broken and by choice
the covenant obligations are not being
fulfilled.

When one enters into an exclusive covenant
relationship all other similar relationships must be
excluded, such as:

a. marriage to a spouse in the physical

b. being bride of Christ in the spiritual

Not fulfilling the covenant requirements or being
unfaithful to a covenant is adultery, such as:
1. In the marriage relationship
a. sexual intercourse with someone other
than one’s spouse
b. refusal to reconcile following separation
c. not fulfilling one’s marital obligations and
for refusing to participate in the sexual and
companion relationship
d. abandonment

2. In the spiritual relationship
a. rejecting God by worshiping, having
spiritual relationship with, false gods (e.g.,
idols, icons, money, pleasures)
b. refusal to participate in a covenant
relationship with God fulfilling God’s
spiritual desires of evangelizing, edifying,
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and doing good deeds while being faithful
growing into the nature of God.
c. refusal to repent and reconcile following
separation

Forgiveness of the sin of covenant breaking,
adultery, requires:

recognition of sin

ceasing the practice of any sinful activity
repentance 3 by changing from sinful life
desire to be forgiven

seeking forgiveness

o0 o

There is no doubt that God hates the breaking of
covenants including the marriage covenant —
unfaithfulness. Faithfulness is a part of the very
nature of God. In the Law of Moses marriage was
recognized following a divorce. Also Christ
recognized a marriage was dissolved by divorce and
no longer in a marriage relationship and that one
having married again following a divorce was in a
married state.

Conclusion

Christians can sin as evidenced by
a) Simon (Acts 2),
b) The Corinthian brother (1 Corinthians 2);
c) The Ephesians who were told to put away lying
(Ephesians 4:20)
d) The breaking of covenants by divorcing.

Adultery, the breaking of one’s marriage covenant
includes:
a) Sexual relation with someone other than their
Spouse;
b) Coveting or the lusting for someone;
c) Refusing to fulfill physical or sexual relations
within a marriage;
d) Abandoning, sending away or divorcing a
faithful spouse

Whenever divorce occurs sin is present - a marriage
covenant has been broken (1 Corinthians 7:10-14;
Matthew 5:31; Matthew 19:8, 9). Christian brothers
and sisters, not just the leaders, should counsel with
those in the process of divorcing or already
divorced "patiently, tolerantly and kindly" (Romans
2:4) and encourage them to recognize the nature of
their sinful act.
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31 Not a mere feeling; it has not the uncertainty of moods and sentiments. It is not a simple change in the weather of the soul. It is a distinct
alteration of the focus of the intelligence; it carries with it a movement of the will; in short, it is a revolution in the very ground of the man's
being" (The Pulpit Commentary, vol. 18, p. 66 quoted in REFLECTIONS #515 Al Maxey, January 3, 2012)
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There appears to be no basis in the scripture for the
concept of "living in sin" as a result of remarriage
following the issuance of a certificate of divorce.
The Bible does not appear to suggest the breaking
of the marriage covenant is a continuing state of
sin that can only be remedied by committing the sin
of divorce (breaking a covenants something God
hates — Malachi 2:14) and remarrying the original
spouse (strictly forbidden in the Old Testament if
original spouse had remarried - Deut. 24:1-4). The
Bible seems to make no distinction between the
state of being unscripturally divorced or the state
of remarriage. Therefore, the act of divorce or
subsequent remarriage is adultery, not the state of
divorce or remarriage. For purposes of scriptural
purity of the Body of Christ, God’s children cannot
treat sexual sins differently from the others. 3

If one who has broken the covenant relationship of
marriage fails to acknowledge their sin and their
spiritual consciousness cannot be raise to the point
of repentance, the only remaining option is to
“deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of
his flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day
of the Lord Jesus” (1 Corinthians 5:5 NASU).
Should this action become necessary, Christians are
not to associate * with them as if they approve of
their sinful actions. The same is true with regard to
sins of greed, idolatry (anything more important
than God), slander, drunkenness or cheating, as it is
with sexual sins (1 Corinthians 5:11). Sinning with
the intent to seek forgiveness after sinning is an
attitude close to, if not, the unpardonable sin

On the other hand, if they have repented of the sin
of divorce, returned to God and resolved the matter
with Him, they should be welcomed into full
fellowship just as any other wayward Christian who
committed any other sin and who had returned to
God. They are back as a forgiven servant in a right
relationship with God. Since they have reconciled
their relationship with God, then we as the Body of
Christ must forgive and not continue condemning
them by our actions. All Christians should rejoice
for the one who was lost has returned and is again
in fellowship with God and all who are in Christ.

There appears to be no Biblical gradations of
fellowship or participation, there is not one group
who can serve God and another group who is not
allowed to serve. For the Christian community or
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32 Adapted from Position on Remarriage by Larry W. Bridgesmith 1/2/1990

33 Refer to God’s Will chapter 14 Disciplining, R. Dunn, Nov. 2014, The BibleWay Online
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their leaders to prohibit one from serving God runs
counter to Christ’s teachings that all His children
are servants and priest to serve Him. Christians and
/ or their leaders’ sin when they demand someone
violate God’s law of servant hood. All Christians
are servants with various function(s) to perform.
They are either in Christ or out of Christ, either
forgiven or not forgiven or either in light or in
darkness. We are all forgiven sinners. All who are
in Christ are in fellowship with God and His
children which man cannot withhold. They are in
that relationship by the grace of God because they
have come full face with their own sin and have
been cleansed by Christ's blood. We must also
forgive. God forgives and if we do not forgive, we
sin (1 John 3:21-24). %

Forgiveness

All men and women are encouraged to marry in
order to avoid sexual immorality. Therefore,
marriage is not a sin. God hates divorce as a
covenant is broke. It is a sin. So, what action must
be taken by a Christian guilty of the sin of divorce?

First, all sins are forgivable except for those who
refuse to seek forgiveness or for the sin of
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. “Therefore I say
to you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven
men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not
be forgiven men. Anyone who speaks a word
against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but
whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will not
be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to
come” (Matthew 12:31-32 NKJV).  Whenever
Christians become aware, they have sinned they
must correct their situation, repent, to get back into
a right relationship with God. Therefore, there must
be some instruction in the New Testament regarding
what a Christian must do to be forgiven of the sins
he commits.

In the spiritual marriage relationship, God is always
willing to forgive and restore but not on any
conditional  basis. Sinners  must return
unconditional by changing their life and seeking a
restored relationship. Likewise in one’s physical
marriage relationship every effort should be made
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to restore the marriage relationship but not on some
conditional basis.

Luke, recording an attitude and possibly greed
problem of Simon, states in Acts 8:20-23 “But Peter
said to him, “Your money perish with you, because
you thought that the gift of God could be purchased
with money! You have neither part nor portion in
this matter, for your heart is not right in the sight of
God. Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and
pray God if perhaps the thought of your heart may
be forgiven you. For | see that you are poisoned by
bitterness and bound by iniquity.’” This Christian’s
heart was evil, full of sin and in need of forgiveness.

Paul, without giving many details, wrote in 1
Corinthians about a Christian involved in
fornication. He strongly condemned both the
fornicator and Christians tolerating his fornicating
as they did not take any action to bring the sinning
brother back into the right relationship with God.
Apparently they did not regard the act of fornication
as sinful and alienating them from God. They
needed to repent from their lack of love for this
brother in his sinful condition.

In 2 Corinthians 2:10 Paul states that he forgave the
fornicating brother. The Corinthian brother ceased
his fornicating and changed his attitude, for the
Christians in the Corinthian church were told in
verse 7 to “comfort him, lest perhaps such a one be
swallowed up with too much sorrow.” Obviously a
Christian brother had sinned, later repented and was
forgiven as Paul told the other Christians to comfort
him.

It is incumbent upon Christian brothers and sisters
to provide a Bible answer to the question, what must
| do to be saved or to be forgiven. It is clear they
must stop sinning, repent’ i.e., making a complete
change in lifestyle. The Ephesian Christians were
told “Therefore, putting away lying, ‘Let each one
of you speak truth with his neighbor,” for we are
members of one another. ‘Be angry, and do not sin’:
do not let the sun go down on your wrath, nor give
place to the devil. Let him who stole steal no longer,
but rather let him labor, working with his hands
what is good, that he may have something to give
him who has need” (Ephesians 4:25-28 NKJV). It
appears that they had a practice of lying, stealing
and holding grudges. Therefore, to be forgiven the
practice of sinning must cease.

Does the cession of the practice of sin bring
forgiveness? No, for in 1 John 1:8-9 John writing
to Christians states “If we say that we have no sin,
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If
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we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.”

It should be clear that a Christian must be aware of
his or her sin(s) for if one is not aware, how can they
cease, confess, ** repent and change.

To be free from the bonds of iniquity, one’s attitude
(the inner man, heart, mind, center of emotion or
intellect) must desire to be pleasing to God by
ceasing their sinning and altering their lifestyle
toward righteous living. One must also confess, or
acknowledge their sin to God and to the one sinned
against. Prayer is the avenue for Christians to
confess to God their unfaithfulness and their desire
to return to His fellowship.

This applies to all those in Christ who are engaged
the practice of sinning including — fornication,
stealing, lying, rage, murder, rape, slander,
blasphemy, envy, lust, child abuse, divorce,
drunkenness or any other sin. For “therefore I say to
you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men,
but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be
forgiven men.”
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34 Confession is more than saying “l am sorry.” The expression whether verbal or from one’s inner being must be from a contrite heart recognizing
one’s sinful situation. It must result in a change in life, repentance, 27 and a desire to restore the relationship destroyed by sin. (Adapted from the
International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia) The parable of the prodigal son in Luke 15:7-32 is a good example of this.
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Q& 60T L9.(H & S el 6L emev. 2u,60TIDMeNl 60T aumentlemeuuiley @ Sl 6B eT6rflLl LDITMHMLD S{6V6V. @) G 266 & &l e muilest
FH6U60TS S 60T 62(H 560115 SIAILDITET LDMTMHMDMTGLD; 2S5 N BLILSSH 6T @ UISEHSMSHE Q&M (h QFHRMSI;
F(HHHIDMTHTF QFTETETTeV, 3|l 06Tl 5 60fletT aumbelev e LITL G " (L6 aufesreneT, QsTE&S). 18, Li. 66 LTS LIedIL
#515 9j6L L0M&erdl, 26utaufl 3, 2012 @60 CLOMBSHTET STLLLILIL L Sl)



aaumsrss  ghHu@l CUTESHEVETD  LIMeULD
D 6TeT) - 62(IH H(HLOGTOT 2_L_60T LI &H6m& (MBS S (1
QaTHlBH W 7:10-14; I0&G8H U] 5:31; 10&HCHU] 19:8, 9).
A flevgal FCHEMHT FCHEMSHGHET, He6eVeUTE6T
LL@Gevey, eumsrs s QFWWD eveusl
ghsHearCal allauMeaIsHa Q&FWWLILLL6UTEEHL 60T
"QUTMIEN LD WITEH LD, FHRLILE S 60T60N L 63D,
SHeofleum&aln”  (Gmy  2:4)  L,GC6VTHF60)60TSHEM6IT
QIPMmIS Geuetor(hild LMHMILD eufserfler Limeud
QEwWwedlleT FHeoTemneml BIBHES euTHemner
o8& el &8 Geuetor(HLD.

Neunsrsal FmeTml gL QULMBISGLILL LSS
QEITLIHS! LDMILNETOTS S 60T elem6TelTs: " LIM6U S H6V
QUTDEIZ" 66D &BSHSIHS CaussHe 6hHs
SqliLemLwlh @evemnev. eUTHISHS  (SHL66T
QaMIG&ID @@ 2 LeTLIQHMEmMW MG -
LOSWT  2:14) WLOHMID F60  Lneneorelleml
(SH60OTIQLILIMS)  DMINGTOTLD QI F U SIQ &ITET6U S 60T
epevld  WLEGCL  H(HLOEOT 2 L 60TLIL.8560)8560) L
2 ML LILISI 62(IH Q& TL[JEGF WIT60T LIMEM [Bl6m6V 6T6dTm!
emuULleT UFBEemIsHHal6men. F LDemeoTell
LDMILNGDOTID QFUISBHSMTEV LIemLpUl mLIML 196V
SOLQFWWLILIL (HeTerns - S\ 24:1-4).
GausLliL,Faunmm wpemmuilev NSS!
QEWWIULL Blemev 6V6VSI DMILNGIOTID U
[B160Y6V 55 E1H & (& @emLGw emLILSeT 6TH&
ANGHUTFSMSWID STl Lalevemen.  eTeorGe,
MeumsErsa Svewdl  JossS  QSTLIHS
LDMILD6DOTLD QF WIS LEFFTTMGLWD, lemsTsS!

I|6LeV &) LD M1 LD 6T0T 8> ) 60T Blemev 3|6V6v.
Fnleugiallet 2 Ledletr CeugliLLiel SHrulemLoulesr
GIBIMTE &M EH & &M,

S (HLOGOOT 2_L 60T &6 (LNMIS ST 685 Tevor L
QR@HEUJ, SHRIGET LUTUHMS 6LILISHCSHTETNS
SaumleoTmey, eUserledr eTIs 2 _600T[Femel
L0 60T [5G (B LOL| LD el H &S 2 Wiss
IgwmelLmey, eT@RWImMESGSL @Cr el
"QUUIQLILL L 6R(HEUEMEIT 6U6TSl LITING &3 60T
AP QEHTEH FIHHTOIGEGES &HTHLILISISTET.
&HISSTTH W @ Culgall6dr BTerlel 3j6euHem L o6
@QULA&EsLIUGWL” (1 QarflbH W 5:5 NASU). @b

BL6)1Y.560 5 SR WnmH el Lmev,
&\ )l 6N & 6U [T & 6T Fal_(HMe
Q B TETEITE For LTSI 9] 61 [T 5 611 60T Umeud

QFWeEHMET  IaIlser WCMHIILgE  GLITe

sseuTrfl LLSleTw,. LNl 36l g 1/2/1990 eLpeuld nmitneoorid Limnilwl BlemeuuleS[mb Sl &(Weisy
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eFsEpLerT.  CUpmemdF, &GS ISHTTTSem60T
(BLajemerm L (WNE&EHIWIDMET 60TMI), eUSTmI,
GQLUPSSHID  6Vevd  gLmmmIGey  GLImerm
LIT6U MBI & 606 L QUMTMISSIOL 196V, Lmedlwlev
LUmeumgGeneTll GuUmeuCeu (1 Q&S W  5:11).
Umeilh Q&g Ung  wereflly GG
GBHMHEHESSHILET UMD QFUleg  LDeTetl&Hs
(PIQWTS LTSS MHS QB (H &5 LOMeoT
LO6OT LI LIT60T60) LO WL TG LD.

LDMIL|MLD, S|QUTG6IT aNansrs sl QFWG
Uumaugensll  umml  werb& @I, &Lejefllid
S LU, 36U (HL_60T Np&&Femeorenwis
FISHBHSTL, Couml 6THEL LIMUSMEEF Q&S
&LaerflLLD S\(LLw 6THS YT\ (AF:
S ilervgeuemLl GUMLBR! AT (LW
G L_(H M6 &GS 6IT UTGaumssLILIL Geuevor(H)LD.
FHLejepLer Frflwmer 2 mellev LDe6dTel186&HLILIL L
o LIPS aUTSH6eT S eUbSI6TeT6r.
IQUT&HET SHLEEBLET SHMEGET 2 Men6l FLOJFLD
QEFWssML, Sojlevageller  FFFLMS BTN
Ln6oTe0l 188 Ceuevor(hlld, GLOSILD [HLOGI GIFWIEVSHEITTEY
IQUTHMETEH HEOT)HHEFaLTH. CFHTOVHSI
Gurmeoteul HIHLOL eubB G Wevor(Hlld &HLeBGeTm(hLD
S ilervgiallev o eiTer el G m(EILD
OHEHWILTHR L LESNETSH 6T6L6VIT
SNV G6UTSHEBLD DG LFF WL Geuevor(hLD.

Fol . BHMe]  6Levsl umICGsmLleT  emuLileT
SIBleMeVS6T 6Tl D @)6Vem6y, &L 6)EH&H G CoFemel
QFULWSHFIIQU @ GUWelb, GCFmel QFUIW
VG EHELILLTS MHOMTIH GWellD EeVemev.
GAflevgal  FNSEGCOT VLS UGN 6T
&HED6V6EUTEGEITIT &HL6EH5H S CFemeal
QFWaIFH N BHS R[HEUMTE FHOLQF IS
G flevgialledr  CUTEHENETHEHEHE  TH TS,
IQUHMLU GSLPHENSHET 6M6TOUHLD 2J6U([HEH S
CGremel QFUWIW  GeuMmELESTII&HET  LMMID
warflser.  &iflevgieuy LMD/ VeuSl
aisefledr  HemevauF&Eerfledr LMalld  jeUseT
wrGym  e@euenrs CommCUTs  SLeerfleor
GeUEEVESITITEOT FLLEMS SIS MTISET.
| 6M6OTS Sl S M6 &6l TS EbHLD LIsvGeuml
QEFWLTH&H6TES  Q&MeooT.  LIeooflUIMeTF&6iT.
aiser Spfleugiallsd vevs HMlevgasE
QeuerflGw lGEL A EIIR 6 60T
LD6oTEoT 1 S LILIL LS VeV Sl
neTenfl G ELILILaNlevemey  jevevgl  QeueflEgsE 60
Vs @ el 2 6Temsl. BTN I eM6OTEU(IHLD




LD6OT601 188 LILIL_ L LmeNl&eiT. S nilervgiallev
2 _GTETEUT & 6T 9|6M60TEU(HLD &HL6|E@HL &I
3leUBemL U GLH6N S5 EHLEILD Gl _(H M6
Q& mevor(hl6TeTenTy, Semg eflsermey  HH&H5
(PIQWITSI. SeUTS6T &La6rfleT S mHenLIWLIT AbHS
2 malley QHSHRMTISHET, FOEITETMTD D 6UFTE6T
SREGET QFMHS LUMUSMS (PW (P&HOMTEH eUBS
G mlervgieflesr QUSSE5SMeV
F5H&fEsLILL D 6TeTery.  [BTIOWL  LD6Ten 158
Geuevor(h\LD. &HL_6)6IT LD6oTE0T | & I, BITLD
neoteoflGamadll_Lmev, UMalld QFW&HEmmD (1
GWImeUTeoT 3:21-24). 32

Lo 6oT60 1L
9160)60TE S LITe0 U6V RUESHHCHL_ L5
SATUIUSHEHTS 21,6001 @HLD Q\LI6D0TS E1HLD
&) (1H LD 6v0T LD QFWgl Q& meiTerT

2615 G GHELILGGBMTTEH6T. 6T6T@6l, & (HLO6DITLD
6(H LIMEULD 6V6V. 62(IH 2_L_60TLILY E608 (LM HSH S T6V
ANUMTHEISHMS HLET QeuMIGEHMTT. S LIMaILD.
UUIQWITeTTeY, eNeumsBIsSs QFUWS LIMTeusH 60
R0 SMlevsall eaTer  FLeUGHME 6T(Hh&HS
GeueooT(h LD?

(PSVTEUSTSH, LD6TefILIenLL] QUM LDMILILIGUTE6T
Vgl LUfless apallumaraleny BlIHH &S Limeln
sedliy S| NETS S LITEU IS @B LD
LD 60T6011 858 85 55 5> 85 60)6L. “ 9160V & M6V, 5 T60T
2 MGEHHGF QEFMVTCMEIT, 6T6VEVIT LIMTEUMISEHLD
16115 & 60)60T & 615 LD LnedTenf 188 L1LI(HILD, S1,60TIT6V
N&EG THIMET HTOQ60TD LD60TE0I 88 LILIL TSI
DBIOIGMTRIEHGS NCITSIOTL @B QUTTEHS
QFTETETTEV NS SeUSEG LD6oTeol1&ELILIBILD:
Ufless wellsE aGrmsmsll  GUSH Mme 6T
eTeUGeTIT, & @b WESHCM aurlICUMELD
WSHSHCIIT I|6UeISHE L06Teo 18811 6USH 6Lem6n”
(D5CH U] 12:31-32 NKJV). S\ )lerv G 61T G 6T
N1 6vor T Geurm(h) @) (H&GLLEUTRASEV6VITLD,
SIQUTHET LMD QFUISTIHET, 6UT&H6T HhIGH6T
GLoBlemnevenl FiflQ &I Gaueor(hLD, 6T HS) (HLOL
Geuetor(hILD, L6 EHL 6T FiflulmeoT 2 memeu LSevor(h LD
QUM Gauevor(HILD. eTeoTCa, (H FMlevGalT QFUIS
LIMeUMRI&H606T LD6oTeol 188 6TedTeor Gl UL Geuevor(hLD
qeTLg  GMISH  USHW  ghumlige  Hle
M6 MG H60 56T @) (HESH Galetor(hHLD.
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Q@OGSEHDTT,  peoTMeL  6THG  BlLUHSHemer
SgliLemLuilain 66y, UMD QFUISEUTS6T
& MmIG6T QUITLDE60) 560 LI LTHM &6 & mevor(),
BLOLG&SLUULL 2 meneas CHMeUSHET epeuld
BlUbGemeTulleorm) S Geuevor(hd. HECHELIMeV
@Mmealfledr 2. L6 Heor 2 malléy HHLOevOT
2 memal WLOLMSGES @aQeum  wWwwm&ub
QEuwwuL Geuevor(hILD 1,607 M6V Flev
IBLITH & 6076075 6rfl60T 419 LILIem L U6V 3j6V6v.

MEST,  eMFLN6fledT  DETLILMETeMN  LoMMID
U F LNg&aFemnememnulL] LS Q&I
QUIGUMeGVT  8:20-23 @60  GMILLIGSR DT,
"9LeoTmey GUEIM SeuflLld, 'sLeefler Uflens
LIOoTSH6V  QUMMBIGEUTID  6T60TMl  [Blem6TSH &S Tev,
o _6OTEnI6M LI LI6ooTLD 2_60Ten) 60T 203 CLITSRmS!
QbssH SMTHlLsH 2 areHEGl UMBIGLD @)6vuemev,
UGG @6emey, gQeTermmey 2 60T @ @HSUILD
CHaIMIEEG (NETUMHE FlWMs @6vemen. 566,

o _MIG6T ERTINGHNG BleneoT5 S
LD 60T [H &) ((H LD L| MBI S61T, & (H CeUem6rT o MIG6T
@)\& W& 5 eor 6T600T600T LD 2 MGHEHHS
LD 60T6011 8585 LI LI (H LD IT6DT IT6V, FLaerflLLD
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&L 60TTev allaq (oL, &R TINGHTV

SLLUULGLWL @LuUensd BT &meoorSHGmedr.”
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LIMeU& &6V Blen MBS S TS LD, LD6OTEDT 1 LIL |
CHmaILILIL L SHTEHALD @ HHSS.

Leey, Le alaumesemners Q&T(HE&E&TIN6D,
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1 QaTHIBEHWFserflev e ey, LImaIld GQ&Fulu]Wn
FCHMGIemerT LOooT(HD FHLeEBLedr  &Fiflwimeor
2 malH&G Q&MeooT( 6UJ 6THS LU GHENSW|LD
RQSHEHTHSHTL, aUFSFTILD QFUWLeT LMHmID
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QUITMIS S FHO\ & TETEUN S U SHeMOWITS
FH60oTL60TLD QFWISTY. QeueflliLenLwms: eUFseT
AUFFMISHT QFWeMe UMD  MmoID
sLaefl_Limbal S| & EM6IT
ABplUlLGSSemen. @bs FGSHTSHIT6vleor
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S| S6T LNGOTLD QU(IBHEH CeuetorQUIBHSSI.
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BHeUMeVWISHVI6TEmT FMIVSHUTHEHEEG 6UEF60TLD
760 “QUUIQLILL LT  IFE  SEHHHTV
NS LILLTS LGS G I6UDG S, 3, MIG6V
Fo MITBIGET” 6T60TMI FaMLILIL L &I QeuerfllLemnLulmss,
@M Holvsel FC&HEMISIY UMD QFUWSTH,

LY eoTe0T I} 6T H & HLOLY, Sleuen
2 MIGVLIHSSIDLILG L&y 6u DO
S ilervgealisserlLd Fo M WLIG TV
LN60T601 1858 LILIL_LITIJ.
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Qoeaflaum®mgl. aCUHAW SMVSTSHEHE S5
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0 &HS6TITEV HELEVEN & & QFWIs Geuemev
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